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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMvS; 

Please amend the claims as Follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior listings. 

1. (CXIRRENTLY AMENDED) A lock assembly comprising: 

a housing which defines an avig qaiH hnnging inHnHing a mrfliTii>r f^gfigPimftnt feflhitiR flnri 

a hnnsing reti^iner groove; 
a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis; and 

a retainer engageablc with said housing npty^inffr gt-oovp nt an angle not pftrpftnHinnlHr to 
gftir? tuviQ try iTiiHftlly page ovi^r caiH rfttaiTiftr ftncagPTTiftnt featnnft PrrfttiHiTig 
froTYi thft hoiifiing rinrtng insc^ion of thr. mtainprr into thf> housing retainer 

gTTvivft and said core assembly transverse said axis to retain said core 
assembly within said housing. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said core 
assembly, includes a flange that is at least partially received within a frontal portion of said 
housing. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said housing 
comprises a groove generally parallel to said axis and said core assembly comprises a core 
assembly extension receivable within said groove to prevent rotation of said core assembly 
relati ve said housing. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said h o using defines a housing retainer groove is-transverse said axis to receive said retainer. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 4, wherein said core 
assembly defines a core assembly retainer groove transverse said axis to receive said retainer. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer is 
generally U-shaped. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer 
comprises a first leg, a second leg and a bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The lock assembly as recited in claim 7, further comprising an 
apertard located through said bridge portion. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The lock assembly as recited in claim 8, wherein 
said housing comprises a retainer engagement feature engageable with said apertute to retain said 
retainer tiip within said housing. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The lock assembly as recited in claim 9, wherein 
said retainer engagement assembly feanire comprises an angled detent. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A front-loading lock assembly comprising; 

a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a mtainfir cts^S^^^^ featim; 

a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis, said core assembly 
comprising a flange which engages said housing to locale said core 
assembly at a predetermined distance along said axis; and 

a retainer engageable with said housing and said core assembly to retain said core 
assembly within said housing, said retainer receivable with a housing 

retainer groove at an anglp. nnt pftrpe.nHirnlar to Raid nxis to initinTly pnft<i 
nvpr fl FRtainer engagement feature diiriTig ingArfinti nf tha rp.tatnr^r into thf> 

hmifiing ty>taip<^r gfnnve and a corc assembly retainer groove transverse 
said axis. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 11. wherein 
said retainer is generally U-shaped. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 11, wherein 
said retainer comprises a first leg, a second leg and a bridge portion between said first leg. and 
said second leg. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 13, further 
comprising an aperture located through said bhdgc portion. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 
14, wherein said housing comprises a retainer engagement feature engageable with said aperture 
to retain said retainer drp-wilhin said housing. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 15, wherein 
said retainer engagement feature comprises an angled detent. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of mounting a core assembly within a 
housing of a lock assembly comprising the steps of: 

(a) inserting the core assembly within a bore in the housing along an axis; 

(b) aligning a housing retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove; 

(c) inserting a retainer into the housing retainer groove artgi^ nnt p<>rpnnHif^n(ar 

fn fluid flxis fn inittfllfy pafQR nvftr n rfttainftr ftngflgfirnent feature axtendrng frnm the 

housing during insertion of Ihfi rfttainftr into fhfs housing rfstainfti^gmovc and the 
core assembly retainer groove transverse the axis; and 

(d) selectively securing the retainer to the housing. 
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18. (ORIGINAL) A method as recited in claim 17, wtierein said step (d) further 
comprises: 

aligning an aperture through the retainer with a retainer engagement feature extending 
from the housing. 

19. (ORIGINAL) A method as recited in claim 17, wherein said step (d) further 
comprises: 

biasing an engagement detent extending from the housing at least partially throu^ an 
aperture in the retainer. 

20. (ORIGINAL) A method as recited in claim 17» wherein said step (a) further 
compnscfi: 

inserting the core assembly through a front face in the housing, 

21. (NEW) A lock assembly comprising: 

a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer engagement feature; 
a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis; and 
a retainer engageable with said housing and said core assembly transverse said axis to 
retain said core assembly within said housing, said retainer includes a first leg, a second leg and a 
bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg^ said bridge portion including an 
aperture engageable with said retainer engagement feature to retain said retainer within said 
housing. 

22. (NEW) A front-loading lock assembly comprising: 

a housing which defines an axis» said housing including a retainer engagement feature; 

a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis, said core assembly 
comprising a flange which engages said housing to locate said core assembly at a predetermined 
distance along said axis; and 
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a U-shaped retainer engageable with said housing and said core assembly to retain said 
core assembly within said housing, said retainer receivable with a housing retainer groove and a 
core assembly retainer groove transverse said axis, said retainer includes a first leg, a second leg 
and a bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg, said bridge portion including an 
aperture engageable with said retainer engagement feature to retain said retainer within said 
housing. 

23. (NEW) A method of mounting a core assembly within a housing of a lock 
assembly comprising the steps of: 

(a) inserting the cone assembly within a bore in the housing along an axis; 

(b) aligning a housing retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove; 

(c) inserting a retainer into the housing retainer groove and the core assembly retainer 
groove transverse the axis; and 

(d) selectively securing the retainer to the housing by aUgning an aperture through the 
retainer with a retainer engagement feature extending from the housing, 

24. (NEW) A method of mounting a core assembly within a housing of a lock 
assembly comprising the steps of: 

(a) inserting the core assembly within a bore in the housing along an axis; 

(b) aligning a housing retainer groove and a core assembly TBtainer groove; 

(c) inserting a retainer into the housing retainer groove and the core assembly retainer 
groove transvense the axis; and 

(d) selectively securing the retainer to the housing by biasing an engagement detent 
extending from the housing at least partially through an aperture in the retainer. 

25. (NEW) The lock assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer comprises a 
first leg, a second leg and a bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg, each leg 
includes a bevel at an end thereof. 
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26. (NEW) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 11, wherein suid 
retainer comprises a first leg, a second leg and a bridge portion between said first leg and said 
second leg, each leg includes a bevel at an end thereof. 

27. (NEW) A method as rccitcd in claim 17, wherein said step (c) further comprises: 
reducing the angle as the retainer is inserted into the housing retainer groove. 
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